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them. In the absence of such remedies
not only must these wretches pursue
with occasional checks their criminal
career, but, what is infinitely worse, a
cloud of cold hostility to our rule will
settle ever more closely over the land and
harden men's hearts against us. Do not
let us deceive ourselves by imagining that
the old days of trusting acquiescence in
our superior wisdom will ever return.
They have gone for ever. It is childish
to cry for the moon, and a very arid kind
of moon at that. The only remedy, the
only statesmanlike course, is to recognize
frankly the strength of the new currents
and to set the ship's course toward
untried seas, which are so full of promise,
so instinct with vivid life. The omens
are propitious, if only we take heart of
grace and follow them.
Will a bureaucracy, such as that which
governs India, discern the menace of the
times and set its house in order? Is it
likely to meet and adjust itself to the
altered conditions, and to govern on more
popular and generous lines ? The answer,